GREAT    PORTUGUESE

is, the passing from the terror of the Middle Ages to the audacity
of modern times. In the late fourteenth century, Nun* Alvares
adopted Sir Galahad as his ideal, as in the sixteenth Sebastian, a
throwback to the fourteenth, essayed to become the Portuguese
King Arthur. " Sebastianism," the cult of the late sixteenth and
early seventeenth centuries among the simple people, represented
a yearning for the return of a Portuguese hero-king. Camoeiis,
bringing the Portuguese language to the height of its perfection,
translated Sebastianism into a yearning for the return of the
greatness of Portugal, and by stimulating the people during the
years in which they were under the yoke of three Spanish princes
kept alive the spirit of the nation and made possible the movement
which reached its climax in the recovery of independence in 1640.
More than that, Camoens' work bridged the gap of those sixty
lost years. Another great contributory factor was the conduct
of Sao Joao de Brito and the hundreds of other missionaries and
evangelists who left the Port of Lisbon and preached the Gospel
throughout the world of the great discoverers.

As we have seen, the Portuguese produced a great king in Dom
Joao I who, more than any other monarch, personified the will of
the people. His collaborators formed a pattern of chivalry unique
in Europe. His sons were all gifted : Dom Duarte, who was both
learned and good ; Dom Pedro, who became the most cultured
man of his age ; Dom Jaime, another man of culture ; Dom
Fernando, the youngest, who preferred death by torture at the
hands of the Moors to liberty at the price of the loss of Ceuta ;
and Dom Henrique, whose place is assured among the immortals.
Turning over the pages of Portuguese history, the eye alights on
the figure of Fernao Lopes, the Chronicler of the Kings, Dom Joao I,
Dom Pedro I and Dom Fernando, the last of the Burgundians.
Fernao Lopes was another Froissart, to whom France owes the
best description of her life in the Middle Ages. Robert Southey
called Lopes " the best chronicler of any age or nation ". Alfonso
d'Albuquerque never had more than 5,000 Europeans at his disposal,
yet he built a network of forts which extended from the Persian
Gulf to the Straits of Malacca, and by conquests, treaties and
negotiations he founded what is still the basis of the present Portu-
guese Empire. Father Antonio Vieira, in a different walk of life,
formed for the Portuguese the pattern of oratory and. wise colonial
administration. His period was from 1608 to 1697, A Jesuit, a
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